What iS a Ripariall A riparian vegetation buffer is a strip of natural plants, such as Where ShOuld HOW tO Establish a

grasses, bushes, and trees, that grow along the edges/banks of a

Vebetati()n Buffer? river, stream or wetland. Think of it like a green protective barrier Buffers Be Created? Riparian Vegetation BUffer

between the water and the land around it that acts as a green
shield that protects both the river and the surrounding community. Riparian buffers should be placed:

Step 1: Mark the Buffer Area
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A) PROTECTS THE RIVER
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4. River bank stabilization S Extending away from the river into the land
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Prevent erosion .

B) PROTECTS PEOPLE
Downstream protections: how = - - = -
the riparian buffer benefits people 3 =

1. SLOWS STORMWATER: Dense trees and roots act as
a natural sponge, absorbing water and delaying runoff
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: plough (soil not disturbed)
® Tractor / plough.
® No heavy machinery or
ploughing.
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DOWNSTREAM ' 3. HIGH FLOOD RISk: Silt-laden water overflows: i Recommended Buffer Widths
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2 o == ®Erosion. ® Native grass roots.
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only for planting).
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Step 5: Mulch and Water (Where Needed) What NOT to Do in a Quick Training Exercise for community, .
. - . Th
Ri o Buff led by a field officer or community Coﬂ}g&%ﬁ?@
p arian butfer champion (15 Minutes)
s QsNoifarming;(e:g:, Maize,

; (e b °
vegetables, bananas, rice) . Take community members to the riverbank. Communlty

Q Noibuildings, toilets, or
Ask: “Where does the water reach during floods?” Mark this line. ° °
Ask: “Which activities may be harming the river?” List them. PraCtlc a.l Fl eld

Identify 3 plant species already growing naturally.
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MULCHING YOUNG PLANTS WATERING DURING ESTABLISHMENT:#

Applying \
mulch,(dry, x h
grass/leaves) NATIVE PLANTS REQUIRE MINIMAL
T 7

LONG-TERM CARE

Native plants Agree on a buffer width everyone accepts.

adapt to regional
conditions

Assign volunteer teams for planting and monitoring.
Little water
needed after
establighmﬂt

Monitoring & Maintenance Checklist
Do this every 1-2 months:
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. Q Remove invasive specie
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°3Ensure buffer boundarles

i - b I A B : mw YA Handling Conflicts Fairly
maintain nurseries. N A r SN e g

: C ' ¢ MAINTENANCE PROTECTSITHE} &% v Handle riparian conflicts fairly by sharing information
IBUEEERNSTABILIZES|RIVER|BANKSYAND] openly, involving women, youth, elders, and all user groups

JASSURES{EUTURE{RESOURCES in decision-making, documenting agreements clearly,

using neutral mediators when needed, and following
community by-laws and agreed rules. Encourage respectful
dialogue, listen to all sides, and resolve issues in ways that
strengthen unity and protect the wetland for everyone.
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: 2" 04 Who to Contact for Help
Water looks clearer Riverba;mks stop More birds, insects, County Environment Office
than before collapsing and fish appear Y

AT m NEMA officers
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“ = Flooding becomes less Crops near the Community conflicts Local conservation NGOs (ICF, WWAN
destructive river grow better over water reduce

Community forest associations

Agricultural extension officers



