‘What Is Agroforestry? SR How to Establish Agroforestry (Step-

Tree Options

Agroforestry is the practice of integrating trees, shrubs,
and crops on the same land to improve productivity
and environmental health.

Step 1: Plan the Layout

NITROGEN FIXING
Improve Soil Fertility, Provide Green
Manure & Fodder
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FRUIT TREES
Provide Fresh Food, Income, and
Ecological Benefits
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Define boundaries, create
windbreaks, and useful products
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Step 4: Prune Regularly

Keepiit light: maintain a light canopy
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Maintain a community nursery
(grafted fruit; N fixers like
Gliricidia/Sesbania/Leucaena);
coordinate seedling distribution
and training on pruning/grafting

Lead fruit processing, tree seed
sales, and pruning service groups

Do not plant dense, fast growing
exotics that become invasive or

dry soils (e.g,, eucalypts in sensitive
water zones).

Do not ring bark or top severely
in dry seasons (tree stress/
mortality).

Agree on seasonal grazing plans
to protect young trees (e.g,, cut
and carry fodder near seedlings)

Enforce no-cut zones and
permit systems for fuelwood
pruning (not trunk cutting)

Do not skip pruning—excess shade

will depress crop yields and cause
rejection of trees by farmers.

Do not plant trees directly on
irrigation canals/terraces where
roots undermine structures.

Community Success
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>80% seedling
survival after the
first dry season

Regular harvest of prunings/  Increased soil organic
fodder/fuelwood without matter (richer, darker
degrading tree vigor topsoil; more leaf litter)

Reduced wind damage New or improved household
and less topsoil loss income streams from fruits,
across fields poles, or tree products

Monitoring &
Maintenance Checklist

QUARTERLY
(FIRST 2 YEARS)

PRE & POST
RAINY SEASON

@ count survival per @ Mulch top up; basin
block; replant where weeding; termite
survival <80%. checks.

@ Audit species mix—
add N fixers if leaf
litter is low.

@ cCheck browse damage;
repair guards/fences.

@ Inspect pruning
quality (retain central
leader if needed;
balanced canopy).

ANNUALLY &
?

@ Track yields (fruit/
fuelwood/fodder) and
crop performance
under/near trees.

TheNature @
Conservancy

Community
Practical Field

Agroforestry

“Growing trees and crops together for healthier
land and better yields.” Integrating trees/shrubs
with crops and/or livestock for long term soil
fertility, microclimate, and diversified products.

PROTECTION * RESTORATION * MANAGEMENT



